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August 25, 2013      Luke 13:22-30 
 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 

Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  He said to them, 24 “Make every 

effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 

25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 

‘Sir, open the door for us.’  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 
 

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’  27 “But he will reply, 

‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 28 “There will be weeping 

there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 

kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and 

south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last 

who will be first, and first who will be last.” 
 

What are the Odds of My Salvation? 

 

Casinos openly display the odds on their machines in hopes that people will pay to win.  If there’s a high 

percentage of pay back more people are willing to take the risk.  Someone asked Jesus the same type of 

question.  What are my odds of being saved?  He wasn’t thinking it was going to be very high.  He thought it 

was only going to be a few. 

 

I.  Forget about the odds.  What is your effort?   

 

Jesus doesn’t give him the odds.  But He makes it sound difficult to be saved.   That’s odd for us to hear, 

because we’re used to hearing about how easy it is to be saved.  Jesus was going to Jerusalem to pay for the sins 

of the world; free of charge.  We are saved through faith in Jesus’ sacrifice.  We need do nothing.  Even faith is 

a gift from God.  What could be easier than that?   

 

But Jesus doesn’t talk that way here.   “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, 

I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”  The word for “make every effort” is often used in a battle 

context or a sports context; where you are put in a life or death battle or when you are in competition against 

others to achieve the prize; when the others want you to lost.  Paul used the same word when writing to the 

Philippians.  In chapter 1 Paul wrote,  

 

Stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being 

frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, 

but that you will be saved—and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 

not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle 

you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

 

You have to struggle as a Christian.  There is no other way.  There can’t be any other way; not when you have a 

perverted and lazy nature that constantly wants to relax and live life easy and chase after selfish and immoral 

things.  You have to struggle when you have demons that are studying your every move and looking for any 

weakness they can exploit.   

 

Struggle also involves getting into the Word of God and letting the Holy Spirit cut you and rip you to shreds.  It 

means listening to your conscience when you say to yourself, “I need to get back to worship.”  It means that 

when you are kneeling for the body and blood of the Lord you aren’t just doing this because it’s that time of the 

service to come forward; instead you are earnestly clinging to His forgiveness; finding strength to keep battling 
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against your temptations.  It means praying for the Lord to deliver you from temptation and keep you in the 

kingdom.  It means asking for advice and guidance from your parents and other Christian friends; seeking 

Christian fellowship to join in your battle.  It means that when someone calls you out you don’t get angry and 

defensive, but you beg for forgiveness and mercy in Christ.   

 

II.  What is your claim on Christ?  

 

Many people think salvation will be an easy thing; that almost everyone will end up in heaven.  I don’t see that 

in what Jesus says.  Jesus paints a terrifying picture of Judgment Day, especially because so many people will 

be surprised at their final destiny.    

 

Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and 

pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from.’ 26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 “But 

he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 28 

“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth. 
 

Think of those horror movies where someone is coming after the good guy and he tries to escape, but he can’t 

open the door.  Imagine a crowd trying to pile out of a theater door while there’s a fire burning inside; and then 

the door being shut!  Jesus draws a picture of people begging and pleading and banging on the door of heaven, 

first crying and then even getting angry.  They are using every manipulation in the book to try and get Him to 

change His mind.  No matter what they try they won’t be able to enter.  The worst thing is that they aren’t just 

left in the cold or the dark.  They’re left in the fires of hell with millions of other miserable people and demons 

as well, and there’s absolutely no where to go for the rest of eternity.    

 

Another scary thing is that they thought they were ok because they knew Jesus.  They ate and drank with Him. 

 They even let Him preach in their streets.  They didn’t chase Him out.  They weren’t rude to Him. But they 

thought that was enough; the fact that they tolerated Him or had a loose association with Him.   They didn’t 

worship Him.  They didn’t beg Him for forgiveness.  They didn’t believe He was their Savior.  He may have 

taught in their streets, but He didn’t teach in their hearts.   

 

Familiarity and even friendliness to Jesus isn’t enough.  “I’ll put Jesus on my arm.  I’ll put a cross around my 

neck.  I’ll even listen to nice songs about Jesus and God’s love.  I’ll let him tell me about how to behave in my 

marriage and I’ll listen to His advice on money management.  But I’m not about to be getting on my knees and 

begging for mercy; confessing my sin and worrying about the fires of hell.  Let’s move on from that already.” 

 It’s like the Doobie Brothers sang, “Jesus is just alright with me.”   

 

This mentality breaks into the idea of what it means to be a Christian.  Churches think, if we can just get people 

to like us and to like Jesus - if we can just play nice music that they like to listen to, then they’ll join.  We need 

casual church; casual Jesus; have some fun.  Make it easier for people to come and listen.  Have some coffee. 

 Relax.  Have a brew with Jesus.   They act and teach as if salvation was based on people liking Jesus instead of 

confessing Him as their Lord and Savior.    

 

Maybe this is what you would prefer too? Does the concept of Jesus and church really need to be so 

threatening?  What’s wrong with giving a quick beat on the chest with two fingers to the sky on a good day, 

then go on to your next thing?  It’s wrong because that’s not what Jesus said He came for.  It’s not what the 

Bible says we need out of Jesus.   

 

The man wanted to know, “What are the odds?  How many will be saved?”  The man wasn’t misguided with his 

question.  He was concerned about his salvation.  What does Jesus say?  
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“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will 

not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you 

come from.’ 
 

Notice how Jesus responds to the man.  He uses the pronoun “you.”  He wasn’t just speaking in vague 

generalities.  He spoke directly to the people and said, “I’m talking to YOU.”  He says that God will disown 

them; that He will say, “I don’t know you.  I don’t even know where you come from.”  It didn’t matter if they 

were Jewish or if they were from Jesus hometown; if Jesus ate a pita with them or drank wine with them.  They 

would be banging on the door in anger and sorrow; having been left out of the kingdom.   

 

What about you?  If many people will end up in hell, what makes you so confident that you won’t be one of 

them?  Why do you think you’ll beat the odds?   

 

III. What is your door?   

 

Let’s look at the picture Jesus draws again.  There is a door.   The door may be narrow, a one man door; but it is 

still a door that is opened and designed to be walked through. Jesus also said,  

 

People will come from east and west and north and south, and will recline at the feast in the 

kingdom of God.  Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 
 

He describes people coming from all corners of the earth.  This sounds like a lot of people; not a few. But how 

do you know if you’ll be one of those from the west?  If eating and drinking with Jesus or being friendly with 

Him isn’t enough, who are you to think that you’ll be able to enter?   

 

There is no way we should be allowed to enter through the narrow gate; not with all of the baggage that we 

have.  Yet Jesus makes us a simple promise.  We may not come from the same race, but we have been bathed in 

Him at our baptism and adopted into His family.  All of our baggage has been washed away with Him.  That’s 

huge!  We may not have ate and drank with Him, but we have eaten and drank of Him in the Lord’s Supper for 

the forgiveness of our sins.   

 

We don’t have to be great and outstanding people in order to enter through the narrow door into His feast. 

 Remember what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5, 

 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
 
Very 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 

dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 
 

Jesus didn’t die for His buddies.  He died for ungodly people; for helpless sinners who deserve nothing.  He 

died for sinful Christians too.  In the end, this is a one Man door; that all who enter enter through one at a time; 

through the God-man Jesus Christ.  He is the only way.  That’s what makes the door so narrow.   It’s narrow 

because it’s only through Christ.   

 

It’s also narrow because it’s hard to believe that out of all the upstanding and wonderful and beautiful people in 

this world, that I would be saved; especially when I still don’t deserve it and I still act so lazy - even as a 

Christian.   It’s hard to believe that with all of our baggage and all of our laziness that He would really still want 

us or accept us into heaven.  It seems like heaven should only be for the hard working good Christians; for the 
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ones that are more friendly and not the ones that are grumpy and selfish.  But this is what Jesus promises us; He 

died for sinners; for ungodly people.  You are not saved by faith in yourself and your hard works.  You are only 

saved through faith in Him and what He did for you.   

 

So what are the odds that you will be saved?  Jim Carrie was once in a movie called Dumb and Dumber.  In the 

movie he was trying to win the affection of a woman that was way out of his league.  He asked her, “What are 

the chances of you and me getting together?”  She answered him, “One in a million.”  Instead of being 

depressed he brightened up and said, “So you’re saying I have a chance!”   

 

The odds of your salvation; as a sinner; are better than one in a million.   It is - in a sense - one on One.  Jesus 

died for all; and He also died specifically for YOU.  Salvation is more than just pulling a lever and not knowing 

for sure if you’ll be saved or not.  It’s not rolling the dice and hoping for the best.  It’s seeing yourself under the 

cross and clinging to God’s Word and promise that Jesus died FOR YOU.  

 

The devil wants you to say to yourself, “You think you’re one of the few that will be saved?  You’re the last 

person God would want.”  You can say, “Say, that’s right.  I am the last person that God should love.  But Jesus 

has promised me that the last will be first.  His death for me on the cross has made me first in His sight.”   

 

So the devil will say, “Oh, God loves you?  You’re forgiven?  If God loves sinners, then don’t worry about your 

sin or confessing it or finding any more forgiveness.  Just do what you want.”  Thus lies the battle.   

 

That is why there must also be struggling as a Christian.  So you must fight to the death to keep clinging to 

Christ; against the lies; against the corruption; against all that threatens to drag you into hell. You do not want to 

be left on the outside.  You do not want to be banging on the door on the Last Day, with tears in your eyes and 

anger over your rejection.   

 

The narrow door is still open.  You’ve been brought inside, but it’s a rocky ride on this side of heaven.  Take 

Jesus’ words seriously, and cling firmly to Christ with all of your might;  buckle up with the Word and 

sacrament; making every effort to enter into heaven through the narrow door of Christ which is open for you. 

 With Christ on your side; there are no odds.  There is only the sure and open door of salvation for you in Christ. 

 Amen.   

 


